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1 . In view of the remarks filed May 20, 2009 and July 27, 2009, the Final Rejection 
dated March 25, 2009 is hereby withdrawn in favor of the following Non-Final Rejection. 

2. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, "the washing basket" 
must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be 
entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification sliall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
malting and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
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art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to mal<e and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claims 10-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragrapii, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Re claim 10, line 15, the phrase "the washing container" is without proper antecedent 
basis. 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

a. A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as 
set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented 
and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner In which the Invention was made. 

6. Claims 10-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Dinh (U. S. Pat. No. 5,343,632) in view of France'322 (France 2 491 322) and Moratalla 
(U. S. Pat. No. 5,732,562). 

Re claim 10, the patent to Dinh is cited disclosing a dishwasher (col. 8, lines 9-10) 
comprising: 

a washing basket (see France'322, for corresponding dishwasher limitations); and 
a conduit system (see annotated fig. 5 below) connected to the washing basket in 
an air-guiding manner such that air is guided from the washing basket to the conduit 
system and air is guided from the conduit system to the washing basket and the conduit 
system including a cold side portion and a hot side portion, the conduit system being 
operable to guide air from the washing basket through the cold side portion, to promote 
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a cooling of air in the cold side portion of the conduit system with a resultant condensing 
of moisture out of the cooled air, to thereafter guide cooled air from the cold side portion 
to the hot side portion, to promote heating of the air in the hot side portion of the 



FIG. 5 




conduit system, and to thereafter guide such heated air from the hot side portion to the 
washing containerl basket that differs from the claim only in the recitation of the at least 
one heat tube having a pair of ends, one of the ends of the heat tube extending into the 
cold side portion of the conduit system to promote cooling and the other end of the heat 
tube extending into the hot side portion of the conduit system to promote heating, with 
the heat tube operating to conduct heat from its one end extending into the cold portion 
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of the conduit system to its other end extending into the hot portion of the conduit 
system with the one end of the heat tube receiving heat from air guided there past at the 
cold side portion of the conduit system and conducting such received heat to its other 
end. The patent to Moratalla (see fig. 3) is cited disclosing that it is old and well known 
in a dehumidification system, to provide a heat pipe/tube (185) having a pair of ends, 
one of the ends (190) of the heat pipe/tube extending into the cold side portion of a 
conduit system (170) to promote cooling and the other end (255) of the heat pipe/tube 
extending into the hot side portion of the conduit system to promote heating (255), with 
the heat tube operating to conduct heat from its one end extending into the cold portion 
of the conduit system to its other end extending into the hot portion of the conduit 
system with the one end of the heat tube receiving heat from air guided there past at the 
cold side portion of the conduit system and conducting such received heat to its other 
end as claimed. It therefore would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art, with predictable results, to modify the system/arrangement of Dinh, to include a hear 
pipe/tube as taught by Moratalla, with no change in their respective function, since Dinh 
specifically discloses that a "wide variety of heat exchangers could be used" (col. 5 lines 
18-19) and to increase the efficiency of the system since it is also old and well known in 
the art to recover waste heat for preheating. All of the claimed elements were known in 
the prior art and one skilled in the art could have combined the elements as claimed by 
known methods with no change in their respective functions, and the combination, (i.e., 
the combination of known old elements into a single device) would have yielded 
predictable results to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention. Re claim 
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11, Dinh/France'322 disclose the drying cycle. Re claim 12, Dinh, when employed in a 
dishwasher like that of France'322, discloses the outlet with a pipe (21 ) communicated 
with the at least one heat tube, the at least one heat tube includes a pipe 
communicating one end thereof with the other end thereof, and the washing container 
includes an inlet with a pipe (29) communicated with the at least one heat tube and 
further comprising a fan (27) arranged in the outlet with the pipe communicating the 
washing basket with the at least one heat tube, the fan being operable to supply at least 
some of the air in the washing basket to the conduit system at least temporarily. Re 
claim 13, Dinh, as proposedly modified, discloses the air being cooled by the heat 
pipe/tube. Re claim 14, Dinh, as proposedly modified, discloses the air being heated by 
the heat pipe/tube. Re claim 15, Dinh (as at 242), France'322 (as at 28) and Moratalla 
(as at 265) disclose the heater. Re claim 16-17, Moratalla discloses the condenser 
(200) as claimed. 

7. Applicant's arguments with respect to the pending claims and/or the rejection 
thereof have been considered. The arguments and/or amendments with respect to the 
claims have been effective in defining over previous Office Action, with the current 
remarks standing moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. In Gunnerson et al., Taylor, Maeda et al.. Brown, Goldberg, 
Gaugler, Grover et al., Sami, Herbst and Jacobs, note the dehumidification systems. 
9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to FRANKIE L. STINSON whose telephone number is 
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(571 ) 272-1308. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 5:30 am to 2:00 
pm and some Saturdays from approximately 5:30 am to 1 1 :30 am. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr, can be reached on (571) 272-1700. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/FRANKIE L. STINSON/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1792 



